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(II) THE   ATTITUDE   OF  THE   UNCONSCIOUS
It may perhaps seem odd that I should speak of an
' attitude of the unconscious'. As I have already sufficiently
indicated, I regard the relation of the unconscious to the
conscious as compensatory. The unconscious, according
to this view, has as good a claim to an 'attitude'as the
conscious.
In the foregoing section I emphasized the tendency to
a certain.one-sidedness in the extraverted attitude, due to
the controlling power of the objective factor in the course
of psychic events. The extraverted type is constantly
tempted to give himself away (apparently) in favour of
the object, and to assimilate his subject to the object.
I have referred in detail to the ultimate consequences of
this exaggeration of the extraverted attitude, viz. to the
injurious suppression of the subjective factor. It is only
to be expected, therefore, that a psychic compensation of
the conscious extraverted attitude will lay especial weight
upon the subjective factor, i.e. we shall have to prove a
strong egocentric tendency in the unconscious. Practical
experience actually furnishes this proof. I do not wish
to enter into a casuistical survey at this point, so must
refer my readers to the ensuing sections, where .1 shall
attempt to present the characteristic attitude of the un-
conscious from the angle of each function-type. In this
section we are merely concerned with the compensation
of a general extraverted attitude; I shall, therefore, confine
myself to an equally general characterization of the com-
pensating attitude of the unconscious.
The attitude of the unconscious as an effective com-
plement to the conscious extraverted attitude has a
definitely introverting character. It focusses libido upon
the subjective factor, i.e. all those needs and claims whicft
are stifled or repressed by a too extraverted conscious